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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Sir: 

In response to the final Office Action dated July 24, 2007, please amend the above- 
identified application as follows in accordance with this Request for Continued Examination: 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims beginning on page 2 of this 
paper. 



Remarks begin on page 10 of this paper. 



Appl.No.: 10/004,815 

Amdt. Dated 10/24/2007 

Reply to Office Action of 07/24/2007 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims replaces all prior listings, and versions, of claims in the present 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A communication unit including a display, a user interface 
separate from the display and a digital control with associated random access and read only 
memory for control of said communication unit, including intra-changeable elements controlled 
by said digital control, said intra-changeable elements being defined by having a physical 
characteristic that is changeable responsive to said digital control, wherein said intra-changeable 
elements are configured to provide an output responsive to messages generated external to the 
communication unit and received at said communication unit, ami wherein said intra-changeable 
elements are used in the user interface of said communication unit, and wherein said intra^ 
changeable elements are compress ive and expandable. 

2-6. (Canceled) 

7. (Previously Presented) A communication unit provided with intra-changeable elements 
according to claim 1 wherein said intra-changeable elements are piezo-electrical elements. 

8. (Currently Amended) A communication unit provided with intra-changeable elements 
according to claim 1 wherein said intra-changeable elements are made of elasto-resistive 
materials. 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Canceled) 
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Amdt. Dated 10/24/2007 

Reply to Office Action of 07/24/2007 

► 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) A communication unit provided with intra-changeable 
elements according to claim 1 wherein said intra-changeable elements are included in both an 
input and an output device of said communication unit, and said processor modulates said intra- 
changeable elements wherein said input and output device is a cover part of the communication 
unit. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method for inputting of data to a communication unit 
provided with a display, a user interface separate from the display and comprising a keypad 
wherein individual keys of said keypad are changeable to provide a sensory indication of the 
keys available to make the communication unit perform an action by pressing said changeable 
keys, and that change of individual keys is performed by having intra-changeable elements in 
said individual keys, wherein the method comprises providing an output via the intra-changeable 
elements responsive to messages generated external to the communication unit and received at 
said communication unit , and wherein the intra-changeable elements are piezo-electrical 
elements . 

13. (Previously Presented) A method for transferring an input from a first communication 
unit to a second communication unit, and displaying said input as output in said second 
communication unit, where operation of said first communication unit includes the following 
steps: 

compressing an input device including intra-changeable elements on a first 
communication unit; 

transforming the input from said intra-changeable elements of said input device to 

electrical signals; 

transferring said electrical signals from said first communication unit to a second 
communication unit; 

and wherein said second communication unit includes the following steps: 
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Appl.No.: 10/004,815 

Amdt. Dated 1 0/24/2007 

Reply to Office Action of 07/24/2007 

receiving said electrical signals from said first communication unit at said second 
communication unit; 

retransforming said electrical signals in said second communication unit to output signals 
to intra-changeable elements of said second communication unit and; 

transferring said output signals to said intra-changeable elements of said second 
communication unit and expanding said intra-changeable elements according to said output 
signals. 

14. (Currently Amended) A communication device having a user interface for inputting 

■ 

data to the device, the device comprising: 

a display separate from the user interface; 
a receiver for receiving a control signal; and 

a changeable element, responsive to the received signal, to change physical 
characteristics of the element, wherein the changeable element forms part of the user interface 
and wherein the changeable element responds to the control signal to indicate an availability of 
the element for inputting data to the device, 

wherein the changeable element is configured to provide an output responsive to 
messages generated external to the communication device and received at the communication 
devic e, and wherein the changeable element is made of elasto-resistive materials . 

15. (Previously Presented) A communication device of claim 14, wherein changeable 
characteristics of the changeable element are controlled by a digital controller with associated 
random access and read only memories and include at least one of form, color, height, shape, 
area, volume, temperature and position. 

16. (Currently Amended) A communication device having a user interface, the device 

comprising: 

a display separate from the user interface; 
a receiver for receiving a control signal; and 
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Amdt. Dated 10/24/2007 

Reply to Office Action of 07/24/2007 

a changeable element controlled by a digital controller with associated random access and 
read only memories and responsive to the received signal to change physical characteristics of 
the element, wherein the changeable element forms part of the user interface and wherein the 
changeable element changes physical characteristics in response to the control signal thereby 
providing a sensory message to a user, and 

wherein the changeable element is configured to provide an output responsive to 
messages generated external to the communication device and received at the communication 
device , wherein the changeable element is included in both an input and an output device of the 
communication device, and the digital controller modulates th e changeable element, wherein 
said input and output device is a cover part of the commun ication device. 

17. {Previously Presented) A communication device of claim 16, wherein changeable 
characteristics of the changeable element include at least one of form, color, height, shape, area, 
volume, temperature and position. 

18. (Canceled) 

19. (Currently Amended) A communication device having a user interface, the device 

comprising: 

a display separate from the user interface; 
a receiver for receiving a control signal; and 

a changeable element controlled by a digital controller with associated random access and 
read only memories and responsive to the received signal to change characteristics of the 
element, wherein the changeable element forms part of the user interface and wherein the 
changeable element changes characteristics in response to the control signal thereby providing a 
sensory message to a user; and wherein 

the changeable element generates control signals in response to a change in 
characteristics and wherein the communication device further comprises a transmitter for 
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Amdt. Dated 10/24/2007 

Reply to Office Action of 07/24/2007 

transmitting control signals generated by the changeable element in response to a physical 
deformation, and 

wherein the changeable element is configured to provide an output responsive to 
messages generated external to the communication device and received at the communication 
device T and wherein said changeable element is com pressible and expandable. 

20. (Currently Amended) A communication unit including a display, a input device 
separate from the display, and a digital control with associated random access and read only 
memory for control of said communication unit, including intra-changeable elements being 
defined by having a physical characteristic that is changeable responsive to control by said 
digital control, and where said elements are used in the user interface of said communication 
unit; and wherein said intra-changeable elements are included in an input device of said 
communication unit, and said digital controller modulates said intra-changeable elements to 
provide a sensory indication of options of said input device, and 

wherein said intra-changeable elements are configured to provide an output responsive to 
messages generated external to the communication unit and received at said communication unit, 
and wherein said intra-changeable elements are pie zo -electrical elements. 

21. (Currently Amended) A communication unit including a display, a input device 
separate from the display, and a digital control with associated random access and read only 
memory for control of said communication unit, including intra-changeable elements being 
defined by having a physical characteristic that is changeable responsive to control by said 
digital control, and where said elements are used in the user interface of said communication 
unit; and wherein said intra-changeable elements are included in an input device of said 
communication unit, and said digital controller modulates said intra-changeable elements to 
provide a sensory indication of options of said input device wherein said input device includes at 
least one of said intra-changeable elements, and 
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Amdt. Dated 10/24/2007 

Reply to Office Action of 07/24/2007 

wherein said intra-changeable elements are configured to provide an output responsive to 
messages generated external to the communication unit and received at said communication unit, 
and wherein said intra-changeable elements are made of ela sto-resistive materials. 

22. {Currently Amended) A communication unit including a display, a user interface 
separate from the display, and a digital control with associated random access and read only 
memory for control of said communication unit, including intra-changeable elements being 
defined by having a physical characteristic that is changeable responsive to control by said 
digital control, and where said elements are used in the user interface of said communication 
unit; and wherein said intra-changeable elements are included in both an input and an output 
device of said communication unit, and said digital controller modulates said intra-changeable 
elements, and 

wherein said intra-changeable elements are configured to provide an output responsive to 
messages generated external to the communication unit and received at said communication unit, 
wherein said digital controller modulates said intra-changeable elements, wherein said i n p ut and 
output device is a cover part of the communic ation unit. 

23. (Currently Amended) A communication unit including a display, an input device, an 
output device, and a digital control with associated random access and read only memory for 
control of said communication unit, including intra-changeable elements being defined by having 
a physical characteristic that is changeable responsive to control by said digital control, and 
wherein said intra-changeable elements are included in both the input and the output device of 
said communication unit, and said digital controller modulates said intra-changeable elements so 
that said input and output device includes at least one of said intra-changeable elements, and 

wherein said intra-changeable elements are configured to provide an output responsive to 
messages generated external to the communication unit and received at said communication unit, 
and wherein said intra-changeable elements are compressible and expandable. 
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Amdt. Dated 10/24/2007 

Reply to Office Action of 07/24/2007 

24. (Currently Amended) A communication unit including a display, a user interface 
separate from the display, and a digital control with associated random access and read only 
memory for control of said communication unit, including intra-changeable elements being 
defined by having a physical characteristic that is changeable responsive to control by said 
digital control, and where said elements are used in the user interface of said communication 
unit; and wherein said intra-changeable elements are included in an input device of said 
communication unit, and that said digital control modulates said intra-changeable elements to 
provide a sensory indication of options of said input device wherein said input device is a four- 
way-scrollcr, and 

wherein said intra-changeable elements are configured to provide an output responsive to 
messages generated external to the communication unit and received at said communication unit 4 
and wherein said intra-changeable elements are piezo-electrical elements. 

25. (Currently Amended) A communication unit including a display, a user interface 
separate from the display, and a digital control with associated random access and read only 
memory for control of said communication unit, including intra-changeable elements being 
defined by having a physical characteristic that is changeable responsive to control by said 
digital control, and where said elements are used in the user interface of said communication 
unit; and wherein said intra-changeable elements are included in an input device of said 
"communication unit, and said processor modulates said intra-changeable elements to provide a 
sensory indication of options of said input device wherein said input device is a cover part of the 

communication unit, and 

wherein said intra-changeable elements are configured to provide an output responsive to 
messages generated external to the communication unit and received at said communication unit, 
and wherein said intra-changeable elements are made of elast o-resistive materials. 

26. (Currently Amended) A communication device including a user interface, the device 
comprising: 
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Amdt. Dated 10/24/2007 

Reply to Office Action of 07/24/2007 



a display separate from the user interface, and a receiver for receiving a control signal; 

and 

a changeable element controlled by a digital controller with associated random access and 
read only memories and responsive to the received signal to change characteristics of the 
element, wherein the changeable element forms part of the user interface and wherein the 
changeable element changes characteristics in response to the control signal thereby providing a 
sensory message to a user; and wherein 

the changeable element generates control signals in response to a change in 

characteristics, and 

wherein the changeable element is configured to provide an output responsive to 
messages generated external to the communication device and received at the communication 
Hpvir^, wherein the changeable element is inc luded in both an input and an output device of the 
communication device, and the digital cont r oller modulates the changeable element, wherein 
said input and output device is a cover part of the communication device. 
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REMARKS 

This preliminary amendment is submitted along with a Request for Continued 
Examination and appropriate fee in reply to the final Office Action dated July 24, 2007. Claims 
1 , 1 2, 1 4- 1 7, 1 9- 26 currently stand rejected. Applicant gratefully acknowledges the Examiner's 
indication that claim 1 3 is allowed and that claims 6-8 and 1 1 include allowable subject matter. 
Applicant has amended each of independent claims 1, 12, 14, 16 and 19-26 to incorporate 
allowable subject matter from one of claims 6-8 and 1 1. Claim 8 has been amended to correct a 
typographical error. Claim 6 has been canceled, without prejudice. No new matter has been 

added by the amendment. 

In light of the amendment and the remarks presented below, Applicant respectfully 
requests reconsideration and allowance of all now-pending claims of the present application. 

Claim Rejections 

Claims 1, 12, 14-17 and 19-26 currently stand rejected as being either anticipated or 
unpatentable over Laurikka et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,608,996, hereinafter "Laurikka"). 

Applicant has amended independent claims 1 to incorporate the allowable subject matter 
from claim 6. Accordingly, amended independent claim 1 is patentable over Laurikka at least by 
virtue of the addition of allowable subject matter thereto. Claim 6 has been canceled due to its 
incorporation into independent claim i. 

Applicant has also amended independent claims 12, 14, 16 and 19-26 to include 
allowable subject matter from one of the allowable claims 6-8 and 1 1. In this regard, 
independent claims 12, 20 and 24 have been amended to include the allowable subject matter 
from claim 7, independent claims 14, 21 and 25 have been amended to include the allowable 
subject matter from claim 8, independent claims 16, 22 and 26 have been amended to include the 
allowable subject matter from claim 1 1, and independent claims 19 and 23 have been amended to 
include the allowable subject matter from claim 6. Accordingly, amended independent claims 
12, 14, 16 and 19-26 are patentable over Laurikka at least by virtue of the addition of allowable 
subject matter thereto. 
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Reply to Office Action of 07/24/2007 

Claims 15 and 17 depend directly from independent claims 14 and 16, respectively and 
thus include all the recitations of their respective independent claims. Dependent claims 15 and 
17 are therefore patentable for the same reasons given above for their respective independent 
claims. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully submits that the rejections of claims 1, 12, 14-17 
and 19-26 are overcome. 
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Arndt. Dated 10/24/2007 

Reply to Office Action of 07/24/2007 

CONCLUSION 

In view of the amendment and remarks submitted above, it is respectfully submitted that 
the present claims are in condition for immediate allowance. It is therefore respectfully 
requested that a Notice of Allowance be issued. The Examiner is encouraged to contact 
Applicant's undersigned attorney to resolve any remaining issues in order to expedite 
examination of the present invention. 

It is not believed that extensions of time or fees for net addition of claims are required, 
beyond those that may otherwise be provided for in documents accompanying this paper. 
However, in the event that additional extensions of time are necessary to allow consideration of 
this paper, such extensions are hereby petitioned under 37 CFR § 1 .136(a), and any fee required 
therefore (including fees for net addition of claims) is hereby authorized to be charged to Deposit 
Account No. 16-0605. 
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